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many other industries were affected, and a blow was struck at
the coal-export trade from which it never recovered. The strike
was only'ended when the Government stepped in, propounded
a compromise, and enforced it by an Act of Parliament. To
many people all this was a disquieting revelation of the strength
and solidarity of the Unions ; and this alarm was increased
when in the spring of 1914 three of the greatest of them—the
railwaymen, the miners, and the transport workers—formed
a Triple Industrial Alliance, to pool their power of putting
pressure on the employers.
Lastly, the question of Home Rule came up again, and pro-
voked a crisis which brought Ireland within measurable distance
of civil war. So long as the Liberal Government had the
majority of 1906 it could afford to ignore the Irish Party ; but
when the elections of 1910 reduced its majority to 120, it was
forced to do something to placate them. Accordingly, a Third
Home Rule Bill was brought in (1912). The great majority of
the Irish people were insistent in their claim for autonomy ;
but the Protestants of Ulster were equally determined that in no
circumstances would they submit to a Catholic Government
at Dublin. Encouraged by the Unionist party in England,
they imported arms and began to drill, so as to be able to resist
by force any attempt to coerce them; and the Nationalists of
southern Ireland made counter-preparations. The Lords re-
jected the Bill, but under the new Parliament Act it would come
into force without their consent within three years. It seemed
as if this would be the signal for open war. As the fatal day
approached, Kong George summoned representatives of both
sides to a conference (June 1914), but the feeling in Ireland was
so white-hot that if any of them had made a concession he would
have been repudiated by his followers. Then, just when the
excitement was at its height, this crisis was swallowed up by a
greater.
§ 331* the road to armageddon.—To explain the causes
of the World War would need the whole of a book much bigger

